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Alla of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe , ſpeaking perwerſe 
things , to draw away diſciples aſter them : therefore 
watch, ec. Acts 20.30. 31. | 
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7,2 T ſhould be unto us no ſmall matter of 
Mo LA orief,;that the Lord having done {d great 
| {GC things for us, and by his marvellous and 
| mercitull providence, having according 
GJ & FFI to our deſires ſetled the truth of Reli- 


o PR YA MJ) 7, > . . i . Rey . 
W Ee gion , with Peace and Libertie with- 


in this Kingdome , while other Kirks + 


and Kingdomes .Aabout us are in ſo great trouble; 
The Work of -G O D ſhould be ſv little regarded; and 
the ſpirit of Errourand Hereſte, of Schilme and Diviſtpn, 
and of Atheiſme and Profanity, ſhould appear again, and 
be hearkened unto by any amoneſt us: yer ſhould wes 
think it to be noftrange or new thing, that Satan rage to 
be cait out ofthis Kingdome,that Hereſies, Sets and Pr 
fanity, which muſt be, and have ever leſſe or more infeſted 
the Kirk of Chriſt, ſhew themſelves,and ſer up their heads 
amoneſt us inthis ſpring-time of Reformation, eſpecially 
they being fomented by that influence which the preſent 
troubles of our neighbouring Kirks and Kingdomes have 
npon this Kirk and Kingdome. | 
Ir is time for all the People of God, and after a ſpeci. 
manner for us whoare the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſeri- : 
ouſly to ſet our {elves to the performance of the dutie re- 
quired of us, andin all vigilancie and faithfulneſſe to uſe 
the beſt meanes for preſerving the rich Treaſure commit- 
red to us, for tranſmitting it without mixture, {chiſme, ot 
pollution to the poſteritic, and ſo far as in us lycth,to pro- 
pagatethe ſame to other Nations , which the Supreme 
providence is preparing and making meet to receiveſo 
great an happineſle : 
A 2 Firſt 


[-| (nl On : 
" Firſt ofall we haveto take heed to our ſelves, that our 


hearts be right and ſincere in the ſight of God , and that 
none of us be in the gall of bitternefſe, or in the bond of 


iniquitie,againſt rhe Work of Re:ormation,or againſt any - 


Article of that Covenant, which we have before God and 
the world ſo ſolemnly ſworn and ſubſcribed : for if our 
own conſcience condemne us , we will deale but treache- 
rouſly with the adverſary inthe cauſe of God. 

Secondly , we are to look to the enemies of Religion, 
which are of three ſorts : Papiſts, Separatiſts, and malig- 
nant,male-content,and-profane Time-ſervers. 

Concerning Papiſts : as weare encouraged by the Ci-. 
vill power and. authoritie, which will ſee the Lawes execu- 
red againſt rhem,when it cometh to their part, ſo have we 
a particular and full direction in the late and former Gene- 
rall Aſſemblies,for our proceeding againſt them,and muſt 
| beanſ{werable for our diligence to the next Generall A(- 
ſembly ; and therefore our care muſt be to follow forth 
the Acts of the Aſſemblies in all points : But with anin- 
tention,not ſomuch to be rid of their perſons for our eaſe, 
as to deliver them from their errour for their own ſalvati- 
on, which 1s a Work requiring great wiſedome, zeal and 
diligence on our part. And ſo much the more, that they 
a'* univerſally kn -wn by their ow , Carriage, and 
hopes, grounded upon the confuſion and diſte:nper of the 
times,to be more inſolent and preſumpruous then before. 

Concerning Separatiſts upon the other hand : there be 
but very few in theLand who profeſſethemſelves ro be of 
that ſort, and therefore the evil requireth rather a preven- 
tion then a cure. For this end theſe diretions may ſerve : 

Firſt,that every Miniſter take ſuch heed to himſelf, and 
his own Family, both in private worſhip , and practice of 
Religion , that his Family may be a paterne to all the Fa- 
milies of the Flock , and his own life and ans =" a 

| viſible 


XUM 


- r 


HEY "FI 
viſible example, and reall proof ofhis do&rine : So ſhall 
the people know by the eye, how and after what manner 


- to practiſe that which they hear ; they ſhall eſteeme reve- 


rently of his judgement , and ſhall not be eaſily drawne 
from him , and trom the Flock which is fed by ſuch a 
Paſtour, 

T hat by our doctrine in publick,and by our conference 
in private, we labour to bring the people to the ſenſe of fo 
great a mercy as God hath ſhowne to this Land,in ſetting 


up our Reformation again : This will be a mean to keep 


them from Poperie 1n ſubſtance and ceremonie , and from 
the love of all, whether novation or ſeparation. 4 

That we be diligent in catechiſing, and frequent in viſt- 
ting particular Families , for diſcharging the duties of.our 
Paſtorall Function, and eſpecially for letting up the wor- 
ſhip of God in every Family , and enquiring how and by 
whom it is performed : for the tgnorant are eaſily drawn 
away by Sectaries and Seducers , the profane that hve 
without the worſhip of God,:re alike difpoted co all Reli- 
gions ; and ſuch as are in the. generall piouſly affected, 
and have not the wprihip of God, in the Families wheremn 
they live,doe ſeek atter it where they may have it, and are 
ready rather then to want it altogether , ro ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be drawn away into errour. y 

That ſuch as are rude andignorant of the Principles of 
Religion,and ſuch as are notoriouſly profane andicanda- 
lous in lite , be ſuſpended trom the Communion; bur ſo,as 
all diligence be uſed to informe the one ſort, and reforme 
the other, which ſhall be a meane borh to ſave their fouls, 
and to remove one principall pretext of Separation. 

'Fhat when we hearethere 1s danger of Poperie or Se- 
paration , the abſurdities of the one and the other, which 
are many and groſle,be frequently and plainly repreſented 
tothe People,that they may be bronghe to the dereſtarion 

A 3 _ thereof, 


thereof,and to the Love of ee ith , and to ſtedfaſtneſſe 
in the Reformed Religion. 

Thar when we ſpeake againſt the ignorance and profa- 
nitie of many of our common Profeſlors| , we take heed 
that we give not occaſton to any to abſtain from. commu- 
nicating with them in the externall meanes, and to run a- 
way in the way of {chiſme and ſeparation: And when we 
ſpeak againſt Separatiſts, that we give no occaſion to the 
profane ,to mockat the power and practice of Religion, 
or at ſeparation from the bad cuſtomes of the world, and 
the ſinnes of the time. And therefore aclear diſtinction 
would be made bet wixt the Spirit of God , and private 
ſpirits ; berwixt Sanctification, and this ſeparation; be- 
rwixta Spirituall,and a ſchiſmaticall diſpoſition , betwixt 
ſeparariſts, and ſuch as of late were called Precifians, and 
- Puritans, who indeed were no other but theGodly , long- 
ing atter,and now reſting 1n the Reformation of Religion; 
betwixt Families worſhipping God , and ſecret congrega- 
tions or conventicles z and betwixt the neceſſary duetie 
of the Maſter ofa Family , and promiſcuous propheſying 
or interpreting of Scripture. When a word 1s ſpoken a- 
eainſt ſchiſme or ſeparation , a word alfo would be ſpo- 
ken for preventing the miſ-application of the protane, of 
the worldling, and of the carnall profeſſour, 

Thar as we have been, and have reaſon ſtill ro be zea- 
lous againſt all the ſeeds of Popiſh ſuperſtition, and here- 
fie,ſomuſt we often give warning to all the Godly, to be- 
ware of the ſmalleſt beginnings,and leaſt degrees of ſepa- 
ration, and of countenancing of ſuch as under the colour, 
whether of {ingular zeal and holineſſe , or of the gifts of 
Illumination, gr of Prayer, or preſence of the Spirit,go a- 
bour as idle and buſte-bodies , ſpeaking evil of that which 
they know not, andagainit all Chriſtian Pieticiand Cha- 
ritie, {ceking to diſgrace the Work of Reformation, and 
the 


(5 

the-Teachers and Profeſſouts of the true Religion ; re- 
membring that Sathan can transforme himſelte into 'an 
Angel ob Gghr : As alſo'torake heed to ſuch as bewray 
their inclination that way, by abſenting themſelves from 
the Communion , by bringing home, or ſpreading of 
Books and Pamphlets which prefle ſeparation , and ſuch 
other meanes; And for this effett recommends to Preſ- 
byteries the obſervation of the Acts of Generall Aﬀem- 
blies thereanent. ; 

Concerning the third fort of Enemies, the malignants, 
whether they be ſuch as from the beginning did oppoſe 
the work of Reformation of Religion in this Land ,-or 
ſuch as ſhew themſelves,upon whatſoever pretznce, back- 
ward and diſafte&ted to the Reformation of Religion in 
England , ſo much endeavoured by this Kirk from our 
zeal to the glory of Chriſt, our defire of the happineſle 
ofthe neighbouring kingdoms, our fears of apparent dan- 
gerto the Religion here , it they, be not made one with 
us.111 unitie of Religion. and unifornutie of Kirk-Govern- 
ment , and our hopes , by the bleſſing of God , to have 
a paterne from the word ſet up in this. Hand for the ex- 
ſample of other Kirks abroad ;- Becauſe Enemies of this 
kind may prove moſt dangerous,it they be nor diſcovered 
andavoided , it 1s at this time a chief part of our dutie to 
make ſuch malignants known to the people , that they be 
not deceived and drawn away from their own ſtedfaſds 
neſle , and from the love of Chriſt, and their brethren : 
But in doing this dutie,we have great need of wiſedome, 
and the ſpirit of diſcerning , that we neither take our 
Friends to be our Enemies,and by that miſtake diſcourage 
the well affe&ed,and multiply Enemies againſt our ſelves, 
nor {uchas areindeed Enemies tobe our Friends , and 
thereby wrong the cauſe of God,and weaken our {elvesin 
ſeeking after Reformation. And therefore they muſt 
C118 not 
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not be taken for Enemies who hope the beft of the Kings 
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Majeſtie , and ptofefle that they love His Honour ( which 
is the calamnie of the malignant againſt the ſeekers of Re- 
formation) nor ſuch as inthe beginning through want of 
per{waſion werg not fo forward for Refermation , nor 


fuch as in debare of matters doe poſſibly differ in their 
judgement from others about ſome circumſtances and 


midſes which may lead tothe delired end of unitie in Re- 
ligion; providing their converſation be ſuch as beſeemerh 
the goſpel of Chriſt , and for the fubſtanceand reality of 
their Specches' and Actions in private and publick, 


. they be known to contribute their beſt endeavours for 


Reformation. . _. 

Upon the other part ſuch as be Enemies indeed may be 
known: Firſt by their malicious cenſuring and calumnia- 
ting of the Civill and Ecclefiaſticall meetings of this Kirk 
ll Kingdome which are held for conſerving of peace be- 
rwixt the Kingdomes, and for endeavouring by all good 
means the unity of Religion , as if they tended to the 
diminution of .the King His Greatnefle and Authority in 
England : Secondly, by their deſpiſing or Se” mare Fon 
of the publick'refolutions-agreed upon for ſo good ends : 
Thirdly,by their/notable injuring the Kings Majeſtie in 
His Honour ,; in attributing to His Majeſtie whatfoever 
is plotted by bad Counſellours , or acted by the Popiſh 
and Prelaticall partie, as ifthere were not a difference be- 
twixt the King ahd them , or betwixtthe King His Au- 
thority and the pretenceand abuſe thereof : Fourthly,by 
ſlanderingand traducing all fuch as labour to promove 
the Reformation in England , not ſparing them who are 
in places of government , and whom God hath honoured 
to be worthy. inſtruments in our own Reformation , as if 
they were Enemies to the Kings Honour,and were ſerving 
Their own private ends without reſpe& to the publick: 
Wn 1 _  Fifthly, 
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- Fifthly, by their going thor & endeavouringto make the 
hearts and hands of others to faint in the work of Refor- 
mation 1; and if it were poſſible, ro make them as malig- 
nant anddiſaffefted as themſelves : Sixthly,by labouring 
to bring the Parliament of England in ſuſpition, as if they 
intended to.caſt off the yoke of Royall Authoritie , or in- 
rended not the Reformation of Religion, and Unitie with 
this Kirk : Seventhly, by their infolencie and boaſting 
when they hear of the ſucceſſe of the Popiſh and Prelati- 
call partie , and their readineſſeto aſſiſt rhem according 
to their power , whereby they bewray their feare of the 
Reformation of Religion , and their hopes to ſee the 
day when they ſhall be avenged upon fuch as they ma- 
ligne at home. When they are known by theſe and the 
like praftices , we ought to warne the People to beware 
of their company , counſells and ſeducements : And be- 
cauſe ſuch malignants ſhroud themſelves under the falſe 
pretence of loyaltie to the Kings Majeſtie , without re- 
ſpect to Religion , or the good of the publick ; we ought 
in all our ſpecches and prayers to teſtifie our faithfulneſle, 
and high reſpects tothe Kings Majeſtie, and alſo to preſſe 
and pray for the unitie of Religion, and for proſpering all 
the good wayes that may conduce for ſo bleſſed a work, 
as ſerving for the honour of GOD , and for the King 
His greatneſſe , and the truc peace of His Kingdomes,de- 
claring all ſuch as oppoſe the unitie of Religion to be ene- 
miesto God, tothe King,and to the peace and proſperity 
of the Kingdomes. | 

Next , ſince it is incumbent to us by our calling,and 
committed to us by the Generall Aſſembly, according to 
our callings, to uſe all Lawfull and Ecclefiaſticall wayes 
for furtherance of Reformation and Unity of Religion,for 
continuance of ourown peace at home, & of the common 
peace betwixt the Kingdomes, A neceſſity is laid upon us: 
Furſt, to give warning to the people of the danger of x, * 
B the 
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the Proteſtant Religion through the Popiſh Armies in 


England and Ireland , pretending that they are better and 
more dutifull Subjeds then the Proteſtants, but intending 


-no leſle then the ruine of the reformed Religion , and the 


planting of that Hereſte, Idolatry and Tyrannie,in a more 
compendious way then could have been done by the late 


 Service-Book, and Book of Canons. In which courle 


if they ſhall by their power prevail , it will be im- 
poſhble for the Kings Majeſtie to ſ{uppreſſe Poperie, and 
maintaine the true Religion conforme to the many pro-' 
miſes contained in His Majeſties Declarations ; they will 
{oone caſt off their profeſſed allegeance and ſubjecion; 
and it will beno eafte matter for this Kirk and King- 
dome, whence they conceive all their troubles and diſap- 
pointments haye 1/{ued;to reſiſt their violence, eſpecially 
confidering what a diſafteed and diſcontented party we 
have at home in Qur own boſome. 

Secondly ,{ind unitie in the truth hath been our ſtrength 
fincethe beginning,we ought by all good meansin publick 
and private , to\prevent and remove all diviſive motions 
which by malicious & crafty ſycophants are endeayoured, 
by ſpreading of calumnies and flanders again{the preſent 
government, and putting aſperſions « n{uch, whether of 
the Nobllitie, Gentry , Burrowes or Minifterie , as the 
Lord hath honoured to be faithfull and happy Inſtru- 
ments in his work from the beginning , have endared the 
heat of the day, and reſolve to be conſtant nnto the end. 

/ Thirdly , that fince bythe providence of God the two 
Kingdoms are of lace to ſtrongly unite, & there be hopes 
ofa more ſtrong| union by unity of Religion,itis our durie 
to labour to remove and prevent all occafions of jealou- 
ſies and ſuſpitions betwixr the Kingdomes ,, and to do or 
ſay nothing that;may breed mil-underftandings, break off 
correipondence, weaken the confidence,or infringe the U- 
non and Peace betwixt the two Kingdomes ſo happily 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed in His Majeſties preſence, and with his Royall 
conſent in both Parliaments. | 


Fourthly,becauſe when we ſpeak for theKings honour, IV. 


& tor obedience to civil authority in all things lawfull,our 
ſpeeches are wreſted by perverſe mentotheir corrupt ends, 
as it we loved nor the Reformation of Religion;and when 
in preaching and prayer we teſtifie our zeal ro the Refor- 
mation of Reli21on in England and Ireland, we are gradu - 
ced as Enemies to the King,& to Royall authoritie, which 
may make a great miſtaking,and work dangerous effects a- 
monglt the people who love both Reformation of Religi- 
on and the Kings Honour: Therefore in this diffticultie we 
ought ty ſhew in our doctrine, That there is no repugnan- 
cy bew1ixt the Kings Authority & the Reformation of Re- 
Iigion, That nothing can ſerve ſo much for His Majeſties 
glory , and the gre2tnes of His Kingdoms,as doth the Re- - 
formation of Religion in all his dominions, And that ſuch 
as are oppoſite to rhe Reformation of Religion are grea- 
reſt Enemies to the Kings Honour , whatſoever they pro- 
fefle or ſwear to the contrary; And alſo to explain the dit- 
fcrence betwixtthe Kings power and juſt authoritie, and 
the pretending and abuftng thereot by ſuch men for their 
own private ends; And to ſhew thar oppoſition to ſuch 
men and their wayes, 15a true teſtimony of faithfulneſſe 
and loya'ty to the King: | 

That the Presbytery be carefull to diſcerne and try theſe 
malignants,and to reclajme or cenſure them, according to 
the Acts of the Aflembly , and to make report of their 
diligence to the next Aflembly. 

And becauſe while the Commiſſtoners of the Aﬀem- 
bly are guarding themſelves againſt the , oppoſition of 
theſe Enemies, they are ſecretly and covertly oppoſed by 
a ma'ignint Petition , crofling an humble Petition of 
theirs, preſente1 tr the Lords and others Commiſſioners 
for conſerving of Peace;againſt which,as deſtructive =_ 

B+ -: . |Thae 
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that they had been building up, they were conftrained to 
emit their Declaration, which is ſent alſo with this War- 
ning,to all the Miniſterie in the Land : it is neceſlary that 
the foreſaid Declaration be diligently peruſed oy the Mi- ke £90 
niſters , and by them made knowne and publiſhed co all - WY 
the people , that they be not deceived and drawn away 
from their ſtedfaſtneſſe , by the cunning and craft of the 
ſecret and ſubtle Enemics of our Nationall Covenant,up- 
on any pretence whatſoever : Andifany ſhall be found 
to deale for ſubſcribing the Crofle Petition, and thereby | 
to work diviſion in the Miniſtery, or among the People , | 
or if any of the Miniſtery, ( which God forbid ) ſhall be 

found to favour,countenance, or ſpeak in defence thereof, 

or be remiſle in publiſhing the Declaration , 1n that caſe 

the Presbyrterie to proceede againſt them as diſ-covenan- 

ters,and enemies to the peace of the Kirk and Kingdome, 

and tothe intended unity of Religion, whatſoever their 

profeſſed intentions, and ſpecious pretexts be to the con- 

trary.as they will be anſwerable to the next Generall Aſ- 

ſembly:to which both we for our dire&tions,and they for 

their diligence muſt render a reckoning. ' 

In end,becauſe much every way doth depend vpon us > 
ofthe Miniſterie , we have need to ſtirre up our ſelvesto 
faithfulneſle in every paſtorall dutie,and to keep our ſelves 
and the People in truthy and unity. Which by the blefſing 
of God will be a powerfull mean to preſerve our Religt- 
on , and to propagatethe ſame to other Kirks, groaning 
under their ſeverall burdens,and panting for ſuch a Refor- 

. mationas the Lord in mercy hath granted unto us. 


The Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly upon mature 
* deliberation judge it neceſſary, that this Warning be pub- 
lickly| read'jn all the Pariſh Kirks , that ſecret enemies JED. 


may be diſcovered,and that none of the people pretend ig- 4 

worante in joyning leſſe or more, with any of the ſaid three | 

ſorts of enemies. | 
1 8 
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| AND 


| HUMILIATION 


Appointed by the Commiſioners 


of the Generall Aſſembly, to be kept through 
the whole Kingdome, upon the laſt Sab> 
bath of February, and the next 
Thurſday thereaſter. 


= Hereas by the late Genemall Aſſembly,power 
@F\| 15 committed to us to conſider and perform 
Ex, what wee finde neceſſary by all lawfull 
{2 and Eccleſiaſtick wayes, for furtherance of 
=} the Union in Religion , "and Unity in Kirk- 
government, for continuance of our own Peace at home, 
and of the common Peace betwixt the Kingdomes : We 
findeit neceſſary, that there ſhall be a Solemne Faſt and 
Humiliation kept in all the Kirks of this Kingdome , on 
the laſt Sabbath of Febrzary,and the Thurſday next there- 
after,for the cauſes and motives following. 

Although within theſe few years we renewed the Co- I. 
venant | and vowed ſolemnly to ſtand to the former 
Reformation of Religion , and to reforme our ſelves 

5 and Families , we have notwithſtanding fallen from the 
zeal and tervencie of our Profeſſion at that time ; Perſons 
| 'B 3 © 
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of all ranks and callings are grown luke-warme , and are 
content with a meere Formalitie, and ſhew of Godlineſle, 
without the inward power ; yea, the moſt part are pro- 
fane;ſo that Bl::ſphemie, Profanation of the Sabbath, For- 
nication, Adultery, Drunkenneſe, and other vices abound 
aſmuch as before in the time of corruptiongFamily wor- 
ſhip, mutuall edificarion,and ſtirring up one of another by 
informarion,admonition, conlolation,rebuke much neg- 


which are ſo much the more hainous , becauſe of our un- 

thankfulneſſe atter ſo great mercies, and breach.of Coye- 

nant. | 
The danger of this Kirk and Kingdome, ariftng partly 
from within,by the inſolencie of Papiſts in thele trouble- 

{ome times, the diviſive motions ofthe walignant party, 

and creeping in of the errours of ſeparation ; and part! 

from without |, ſrom the Popiſh Armies and Prelatica!ll 
party in England and Ireland, which aime undoubredly 
at the diſturbance of our Peace, and over-throw of the 

Work of Reformation. The conſideration whereo!t ſhould 

move us to pray to God to direct us in all lawtull meanes 

which may lerve for unitie among our ſelves , that we 
may bc the'more ſtrengthened againſt the conimon enc- 
mies. | | 

In reſpe& of the fellow-feeling which we onght to 
have with the members of Chriſts body tar and near , we 
have caule to Jament the long laſting troubles of the Kirks 
of God abroadin Germany,and el;ewhere, and *pecially 
the pre/ent combuſtions in England, and almoſt utter de- 
ſolation in Ireland. - 

IV. Thitthe Lord may blefle all lawfull meanes to be uſed 
for preſerving the Union and rexce betwixt the two 
KingJomes,and procuring the unity of Religion,and uni- 
formity of worſhip and Kirk-government within His 

| Majeſties 


II 


111 


le&ed, and Miniſters negligent in urging the ſame, All 


XU 


" (13) | 
| Majeſties Dominions ; eſpecially that God would grant a 
good ſucceſle to the treaty.and travels of the Commiſſo- 
ners for the conſervation of Peace, and a gracious accep- 
rance to the Supplications unto His Majeſty from the 
Lords of Councell, and the Commiſhoners (Sr of Par- 
liament,and of the Generall Aſſembly. " 
Becauſe the unhappy diviſion betwixt the King and the y, 
Parliament of England is a great impediment to the work 
of Reformation,and to the {etling ot a firme Peace in His 
Majeſties Dominians, it 1s our dutie to recommend ear- 
neſtly to the Lord , that the differences may be compoſed 
in ſuch a way as may moſt conduce to x Pele = {0 
much wiſhed for Unity of Religion , and uniformitie of 
worſhip and Kirk-government. | 
Finally,that the Lord would diſcover and diſappoint VI. 
all the conſpiracies, counſells, and machinations, which 
tend to the execution of the bloudie decrees of Trent, the 
- - fountain whence hath iſſued all the troubles and perſecu- 
tions to the Reformed Kirks , and quickly deſtroy the 
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